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Box 12.1 Who should be paid more, MPs or news readers?

An essay question in a recent AQA exam paper asked for an explanation of why workers employed
in pleasant occupations, such as television celebrities, are paid more than those in disagreeable
occupations, such as road sweepers. A good answer to the question might have argued that if job
satisfaction or dissatisfaction were to be the only factor determining wages, the road sweeper
would be paid more. However, the answer would then go orf to argue that other factors, related to
supply and demand, productivity, learned skills and inate ability tend to override the job satisfac-
tion factor and explain why television celebrities are paid more than road sweepers.

In April 2008, the Labour government minister Jack Straw asked a rather similar question: should
MPs (such as himself) be paid more than television newsreaders? The passage below is from an
article which asked for readers’ views on the issue. Three readers’ views follow the article extract.

Jack Straw has derided BBC newsreaders for
raking in inflated salaries while ‘prancing
around the studio’ instead of soberly deliv-
ering news bulletins. While Huw Edwards is
reported to earn £250,000 a year for
presenting the Ten O’clock News on BBC1, MPs
must content themselves with a meagre
£60,000 a year.

One politician questioned whether the salary
would be enough to attract able new MPs,
claiming it was 20% behind comparable groups

outside Parliament. The Telegraph has suggested
that MPs should settle for the average national
wage, which is about £22,000.

Do you think this is enough for an MP’s
duties? Should newsreaders be paid more or
less? Do you think state-funded salaries should
be closely matched to the equivalent wage in
the private sector? Or are public sector
employees compensated in other ways? Many
City bankers pocketed record multi-million
pound Christmas bonuses last year, while
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Newsreader Sophie Rayworth

nurses still struggle to earn enough to buy their
own homes. Which professions do you think
are overpaid, and which underpaid? Are you
happy with your own salary?

Daily Telegraph, 20 April 2008

Readers’ views

Politics has been described as ‘show
business for the unattractive’ so it follows
that the pay should be lower than in
show-biz.

Newsreaders have an important function in
public life, but a salary of £1 million per
annum even for a journalist of such

theatrical and argumentative talents as
Jeremy Paxman, coupled with a remarkable
ability to raise a devastating eyebrow, is
blatantly wrong. Not every MP deserves
their seat in the House, but most of them
work immensely hard and we should treat
the House and our ministers, of whichever
party, with more respect.

[ believe that both are overpaid. Politicians
should be made to exist on the average
wage, including cabinet members. It would
keep their feet on the ground and help them
realise the effects of their decisions. After all
they keep telling us that they are spending
our money wisely.




